  Summary of WVDE Conducted and Coordinated Research and Impact on Student Achievement 
Online Writing RoadMap 2: Impact of Student Usage of Writing RoadMap 2.0 and WESTEST 2 Writing Scores 
Purpose:  This research study was undertaken to evaluate the impact of student usage of Writing RoadMap 2.0 on WESTEST 2 writing scores.

Preliminary Findings:  Students in the experimental group (i.e., students completing 5 or more WRM2 assignments) exhibited significantly higher achievement on WESTEST 2 online writing than students within the control group (i.e., students completing no WRM2 exercises). This finding represents an almost two point difference in students’ average writing composite scores when they receive additional writing practice using WRM2.
Recommendation:  Continue to support implementation and monitor use of WRM2. 
Acuity: Impact of the Usage of Acuity on WESTEST 2 Mathematics and Reading Scores
Purpose:  A preliminary research study was undertaken to evaluate the impact of school usage of Acuity on WESTEST2 performance in grades 4 and 8. 

Preliminary Findings:  

4th Grade: Schools in the experimental group (high usage schools had more than 1,000 tests and 500 exercises)) exhibited higher achievement in mathematics and reading/language arts on WESTEST 2 when compared with students in the control group (no usage schools). Though non-significant, this finding represents a 4.4 point difference in average mathematics scale scores and a 5.0 point difference in average reading/language arts scale scores on WESTEST 2 for the experimental group.  

8th Grade: Schools in the experimental group (high usage schools) exhibited statistically significant higher achievement in mathematics and reading/language arts on WESTEST 2 when compared with students within the control group (no usage schools).   This finding represents a 12.2 point difference in the average mathematics WESTEST 2 scale scores and a 10.4 point difference in the average WESTEST 2 reading/language arts scale scores of students in the experimental group.  

Recommendation:  Continue to support implementation and monitor use of Acuity.
techSteps: Integrating techSteps Into School Instructional Programs in Grades 5 and 8  

Purpose: A preliminary study was undertaken to evaluate the impact of school usage of techSteps and technology proficiency. 

Preliminary Findings:  

Grade 5:  Of the 2,909 fifth grade students who were provided the opportunity to demonstrate grade-level technology proficiency using techSteps, 2,782 (96%) successfully demonstrated proficiency. 

Grade 8: Of the 4,392 eighth grade students who were provided the opportunity to demonstrate grade level technology proficiency using techSteps, 4,256 (97%) successfully demonstrated proficiency. 

 Recommendation: Continue to support implementation and monitor use of techSteps.  Progress in techSteps is reported to the United States Department of Education regarding students meeting the 8th grade technology literacy proficiency.
RtI: Impact of Response to Intervention (RtI) Implementation on Special Education Referral/Placement Rates and  WESTEST 2 RLA  Scores

Purpose:  Exploratory analyses were conducted by WVDE to provide preliminary data regarding the efficacy of RtI implementation on special education referral/placement rates and WESTEST2 RLA scores in 36 RTI Demonstration Schools where professional development in reading instruction/interventions and RTI processes began in either 2005 – 06 and 2006 – 07.

Preliminary Findings:  

Referral and Placement Rates
· In 2007-2008, the rate of new specific learning disability placements in the 36 RtI Demonstration schools was 35-37% less than the rate of new specific learning disability placements within the K-5 comparison districts, i.e., students were 35-37% less likely to be placed as a new student with a specific learning disability in an RTI demonstration school.
· In 2007-2008, the rate of initial special education placements for the 36 RtI Demonstration schools was 21-26% less than the rate of all new special education placements within the K-5 comparison districts, i.e., students were 21-26% less likely to be identified as a student with any of the categories of special education in schools within the county where an RTI Demonstration schools is located.
Achievement in RLA on WESTEST2

· The mean scale scores for all third grade students and fourth grade students in RTI Demonstration Schools was 9 points higher than the mean scale scores for all third grade and fourth grade students in generally comparable schools in their counties.
· The mean scale score for all fifth grade students in RTI Demonstration Schools was 6 points higher than the mean scale score for all fifth grade students in generally comparable schools in their counties.
Recommendation:  West Virginia school systems must continue to establish Response to Intervention processes, with the necessary professional development, in order to improve student achievement in reading. 
Reading First: Reading First Report:  A Study of Reading First Schools

Purpose:  Comparisons were made of 2006 and 2007 third grade WESTEST Reading/Language Arts mean scale scores for Reading First (treatment group) schools and Title I (control group) schools by the Office of Assessment, Accountability and Research in order to determine the effectiveness of Reading First components. 

Findings:  No statistically significant difference was found when comparing the 2006 and 2007 third-grade WESTEST RLA mean scale scores.

· For both groups of schools, WESTEST RLA scores were slightly lower in 2007 

· The 2007 drop in scores was less for Reading First schools 

· Mean scale score for the Reading First group was slightly higher.

Analysis of the results suggested that Reading First schools did not improve student reading skills in the areas of vocabulary and comprehension which, subsequently, affected the RLA performance.  The subsequent national study, Reading First Impact Study (IES, November 2008), reached similar conclusions, concluding that  Reading First did not produce a statistically significant impact on student reading comprehension test scores in grades one, two or three. 

Recommendation:  West Virginia school systems must provide early reading instruction that actively includes reading comprehension and the acquisition of vocabulary.  

West Virginia Enhancing Education Through Technology (EETT) Technology Model Schools (TMS) Program Evaluation – Part of the Technology Integration Specialist (TIS) Initiative

Purpose:  An analysis of the EETT schools’ teacher and student outcomes associated with the West Virginia Technology Model Schools (TMS) of applying professional development to increase technology use and student achievement was conducted by Interactive, Inc. 

Preliminary Findings:  TMS schools with TISs have shown progress. A three year analysis of West Virginia TMS indicate
· dramatically increased the use of technology by teachers and students in the classrooms
· increase is associated with gains in mathematics and reading/language arts

Recommendation: Continue to support implementation and monitor use of TIS model. 
Title I: Examining the Effectiveness of Title I Literacy and Mathematics Coaches

Purpose:  This research study evaluated the effectiveness of literacy and mathematics instructional coaches (within public schools identified for improvement and/or corrective action) to improve student performance on the statewide WESTEST assessment.

Achievement Findings over all five years:  There were no significant differences in student achievement on WESTEST Mathematics or Reading/Language Arts between the 17 experimental schools (with Title I coaches) and the 17 Title I control schools (without Title I coaches) for any subgroups.

Additional self-reported findings (53 coaches completing an online survey) indicated that participants were mainly positive regarding professional development workshops (mean average 4.5 out of 5.0), and they expressed the desire for additional training sessions and continued support.  

Recommendation:   Re-evaluate how Title I Literary and Math Cadres are being utilized in schools.
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